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For these of us whe remember ihe sixties, there is ae need 
te jatreduce Or. Timathy Leary. Ne ene wes mere controversial, 
more outspoken or more thought-provoking in his views about 
the potential of the humen mind. Since then, Dr. Leary has 
continued Ais guest fer techniques and tecknology that car aid 
Ais atiempis at mind expansion. in recent years, he das turned 
Ais energies te the persanai computer. in ike personel 
computer, Dr. Leary hes faund @ teal thal he feeis cen expand the 
fumen mind heyond enything eur civilization kes experienced 
wati? now. We talked with Dr. Leary about his interactive 
computer gome, Mind Adventure, as well as his ether Prajecis, 
jaciuding the adaption ef the Mark Twaein clessic Huckieberry 
finn te the persenai computer. 

TFCC: How did you first get involved with personal computers? 

Leary: Well, I'ma psychologist and for 25 years I've been studying 
the human mind and the interaction of the brain with the outside world. 
Back in the early ‘50s, we developed interactive tests which you could give 
yourself and get immediate feedback. These tests were computerized and 
used by over a thousand clinics and hospitals. During the ‘60s | got 
sidetracked on studying the relationship between the mind and the brain as 
activated and accessed by various psycho chemicals and drugs. It’s all 
leading to a better understanding of how the mind works and how we can 
boot up, activate, and program our brain. 

TFCC: Would you say that because of all of the studies that you've 
done that you know how to program the brain now? 

Leary: Well we were doing that in the 60s and ‘70s. But the 
personal computer is the ideal way to do this and my interest currently is 
in developing highly interactive software, electronic mirrors. An 
electronic mirror is simply o feedback technique. Our software gets from 
you your patterns of performance, your traits, your temperament, your 
lifestyle, and it feeds back to you your life performances. We think that 
interactive software is going to take the place of books - no question of 
that. Within five or six years you're going to see a new technique of 
personal individual education using this electronic mirror which we call 
software. 

TFCC: The way that you're referring to this is much like during the 
days when Gutenberg created the printing press. 








Leary: It's hard for us to realize what a total revelation and 
revolution the printing press was. Before that, every town had its 
“mainframe” which was in the palace of the Duke or the Pope or the King. 
There were socially alienated nerds called Monks and they knew the 
“machine language” which was Latin and the rest of us folks down here had 
nothing to say about knowledge or information. Only God was the author 
and four of the Ten Commandments have to do with control of knowledge 
processing. Thou shalt have no other Gods, and thou shalt not use graven 
images and false witness and all that. That's to keep the monopoly in the 
hands of top management. Right after Gutenberg, just as it happened with 
the computer, the first programs were top management. They wanted 
“spreadsheets” for the tax collectors and the papal tithes. The scribes 
wanted better ways of “word processing”. They never dreamed that the 
personal book would encourage literacy. Now once people learned to read 
and write back in the 16th Century, thet started freedom of thought, 
democracy, free enterprise, science, everything that we now know of as 
the democratic industrial society. The same is going to happen in the next 
ten years. It's just now dawning us that computers don’t belong to top 
management...... international business machine companies. Personal 
computers are techniques for activating your own mind and learning how 
your own mind works. They're tremendous tools for personal growth and 
for interpersonal communication. 

TFCC: Back when the printing press was a new invention they were 
talking about heresy and cutting off heads. Do you experience that going on 
now and, if so, how does that look? 

Leary: Well the censorship of wood pulp books is still going on. In 
about 70% of the countries in the world today, the printing press is 
something you and | can't have access to because everyone knows that if 
you control the means of communication and processing of inf ormation and 
knowledge, you control everything. So the very idea that we could use 4 
personal computer to think for ourselves and open up new dimensions of 
intelligence to create a new society of smarter people.....this has never 
dawned upon the guys that run IBM. | flatly predict that within a few 
years the so-called computer will be the size of Newsweek Magazine, cost 
less then $50, weigh less than a pound, and a kid in the ghetto or a Third 
World kid can stick it in his pocket and go to the beach. You can have 
Huckleberry Finn, a textbook, the New York Times, you can hook it up to 6 
modem and you've got the Smithsonian Library of Congress there. This is a 
personal device, an extension of your mind. 

TFCC: when people have access to this incredibly powerful machine , 
what is going to happen to our society? 





Leary: Well, every kid, by the time they're four or five, will be given 
one of these little computers, just the way we now give kids in 
kindergarten A-B-C books. It’s going to solve this terrible problem of the 
“haves” and the “haves not". If a peasant in the Third World has one of 
these gadgets, I'l] be able to walk up to this peasant and I'll have my little 
$50 gadget, he'll have his, and I'll pop in a little piece of software that 
allows us both to communicate. It's going to break down these barriers of 
class and of nationality and of political tension. If you get people 
communicating, you've lifted humanity to 4 higher level of intelligence and 
civilization. 

TFCC: What effect do you think that’s going to have? 

Leary: These little microchips are going to have an effect on society 
the way fire did. Now when fire came along, it was the high priests that 
controlled the fire and then king and the duke had the fire and they were 
using it for their metal forges. The idea of a personal fire, or the idea 
that the average working person could have their own wheels....these are 
powerful ideas. So we're talking about these little chips which are 
extensions of the mind and are going to totally change our culture and our 
society. 

TFCC: Can you give us a little understanding of the software that 
you've written? 

Leary: The key to this entire thing is the word “interaction.” We're 
developing a software, we call it S-K-I-P-1, Super Knowledge Information 
Processing Interaction. You pop it into your your personal computer and 
SKIPI's an electronic mirror. It floods you with questions about your 
performance, your temperament, your day-to-day activities, your schedule, 
your habits. A SKIP! program becomes your guide, your coach, your pal, 
because you have projected into this software things about yourself you 
didn't even know. That's called sophisticated interactive psychometrics. 
Everything that now exists in the form of a rag pulp book is not 
interactive. The book is the same for anyone who reads it. Interactive 
books tailor themselves to exactly where you're at and they're continually 
feeding back to you. 

TFECC: You've created some software packages that allow people 
actually hands-on interaction. Can you explain more about that? 

Leary: Now, we have one demo of Huckleberry Finn as an interactive 
book, using the exact words of Mark Twain. These SKIPI interactive books 
will probably be the only way that most kids are going to get the great 
traditions of literature because who can spend four hours with a wood pulp 
book? In an interactive Huckleberry Finn, Huckleberry Finn says, “Hello. 
So whe do you want to be in this adventure? 


De you want to be Tom? Or Becky Thatcher?” Our first program is 
called "Mind Adventure.” In Mind Adventure, you go on little voyage 
through the eight realms of your mind. You're there at your conception. 
You can be the sperm or the egg. You can be Jackie Kennedy. We build up 
the entire personality of Woody Allen or the Ayatollah Khomeini or 
yourself. And then you can go to the Duke's cocktail party or you can go to 
a Salvation Army welfare place. The nice thing about this is always 
feedback. You can always press a key and it shows you exactly how you're 
doing in the games of life. | know it sounds complicated, but eleven 
year-old kids are learning how to do it. 

TFCC: You create these different characters, but really it's all 
elements of your own personality, isn't it? 

Leary: Exactly. You've got a trillion dollars worth of Apples in your 
head, but we don't know how to program them. who programmed you to 
have the habits? Who programmed you to think the way you do? 
Somewhere in your past, it was done accidentally. This concept of the 
brain as a network of personal computers means that we can learn how to 
program and reprogram our mind in an infinite number of ways. 

TFCC: Where you're going to take this thing in the future? 

Leary: The products that we're working on all have to do with 
interactive books or interactive magazines. We've signed up some 
creative American writers like William Burrows, who did Naked Lunch, and 
Terry Southern, who wrote Dr. Strangelove. The first truly electronic 
book, where a writer sits down and writes for interaction, that has not 
been done yet, and it’s going to be done within the next year. 

TFCC: where do you see yourself going beyond that? 

Leary: Well, there's going to be 6 big breakthrough in hardware. 
Within two years you're going to have that piece of hardware that’s the 
size of Newsweek Magazine. And we are producing the first software 
where you can put a personality and an intelligence in your software. But 
it's only interactive and it's not, “HAL, open the pod door, HAL.” “Sorry 
about that, Dave.” No, no, it’s not that sort of stuff. 

TFEC: This sounds like a new beginning for you. Do you feel that 
way? 

Leary: Absolutely. | was lucky | was born in the right place, in the 
right time. We're all here in this Cafe right now on the wildest frontier of 
human evolution. We've worked hard to get here. Four and a half billion 
years for us to be sitting here talking about finally getting to use our 
brains and getting control of our heads. We're all just lucky to be here at 
this moment in space time. It’s fun to be here and come along. It's going 
to be a great ride folks. 

TFCC: Thank you very much for coming out to The Cafe, Dr. Leary. 

Leary: Well, the key’s interaction. And this is an interactive 
program and it’s an interactive future. We'll all be interacting with each 
other in the future. 

[end of interview] 





